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Rev.Dr. William D. O'Neal

APR 22,1930 - JAN 14, 2018

T he Rev. Dr. William Daniel O’Neal died on Sunday, January 14, 2018 In
Longview. He was pastor Emeritus at First Presbyterian Church of Longview.
Memorial services will be 1:30 PM Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at First Presbyterian
Church with Rev. Kendal Land officiating under direction of Rader Funeral Home.
Burial and graveside services will be at the Sibley Cemetery near Choudrant,
Louisiana with the Rev. David R. O’Neal officiating.

Dr. O’'Neal was born on April 22,1930 in Bastrop, Louisiana the son of Lloyd and
Alline O’Neal. His father was also a Presbyterian minister and his mother, a church
musician and educator.

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy C. O’Neal, and two sons, the Rev. David R. O’Neal
and wife, Jan of Tyler, Texas and son, Dr. Donald G. O’Neal and wife, Laurie of
Gladewater, Texas. And one granddaughter, Courtney Paige Norwood and husband
Brandon of Lewisville, Texas and one great granddaughter, Lindsey; and a sister,
Christine Childress of Choudrant, Louisiana; and a niece, Cyndi Bohrer and
husband, Phil of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; a nephew, Daniel Childress and wife,
Marybell of Fayetteville, Arkansas; and several grand nieces and nephews.

Dr. O’Neal is a graduate of Louisiana Tech University where he was a member of
Kappa Sigma Fraternity and the Westminster Fellowship, a Presbyterian group for
college students. He held a Master of Divinity degree from Columbia Theological
Presbyterian Seminary, Decatur, Georgia and a Doctor of Ministry degree from
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois.

He was ordained in the Alabama Presbyterian Church, Choudrant, Louisiana in 1954.
He began his service to the church as assistant pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Montgomery, Alabama. In 1956, he became the first pastor of the Broadmoor
Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In the thirteen years of his pastorate
there, the congregation grew from 65 members to 1200 members. O’Neal also
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served the First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, Texas from 1969- 1977.

In 1977, he became pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Longview and served for
18 years until retirement in 1995 when he was elected Pastor Emeritus. During this
pastorate, the church experienced considerable growth, became very active in
community outreach, acquired additional property and carried out two major
renovation programs.

His service to the denomination included being elected Moderator of South
Louisiana Presbytery. He was active in Men’s work, church extension, and camps and
conference in that presbytery. In Texas, he served on several commission of the
Ministry; the Bicentennial Campaign Committee and the Board of Directors of
Camp Gilmont. He was also a Trustee of Schreiner College, Kerrville, Texas. He
served as board member and President of Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries and
Texas State CROP — a world hunger relief agency.

Always active in the community, Dr. O’Neal was a board member of the United Way
and the Paula Martin Jones Childrens Center. He was a member of an informal
organization of local ministers that founded the Information and Service Center, the
Food Box, The Stewpot, Habitat for Humanity, Palmer Drug Abuse Program, The bi
racial Ministers Fellowship and the Literacy Council. He served as past President of
the Mental Health Association and as a board member. He was named Man of the
Year by the Federated Clubs of Longview.

Dr. O’'Neal was a strong advocate of missionary work and traveled to Mexico, Haiti
and Zaire in the interest of missions. Also, in his four pastorates he was known for
emphasizing the importance of the Reformed faith and Presbyterian theology and
history. He held preaching and teaching seminars in many churches in Louisiana
and Texas.

In 2006, O’Neal was honored with the Unity Award by the Longview Race Relations
Committee for his commitment to the cause of better relations between the races.
Memorials may be made to the First Presbyterian Church, the Haiti Education
Foundation, Camp Gilmont or the Paula Martin Jones Childrens Center.
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Memorial Service

ﬁ Wednesday, January 17, 2018
® 130PMCT

@ First Presbyterian Church
301 N. Center St., Longview TX

Rev. Dr. William D. O'Neal

APR 22,1930 - JAN 14, 2018
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Tribute Wall Rev. Dr. William D. O'Neal
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Dorothy Mae Bell lit a candle in honor of William.

January 19 at 5:00 PM

Pam Steele posted:

Bill was a warm and gracious man. It was our honor to have known him. We are so sorry for your
loss, David and Jan. With love,Mark and Pam Steele

January 19 at 6:03 AM

Jerry & Frances Stinson posted:

Frances and | grew up in Ruston with Bill. His mother was youth director at the First Presbyterian
Church in Ruston and Bill was part of our group. As teenagers and neighbors, we have good
memories of Bill and his family. Jerry & Frances Stinson

January 18 at 6:25 AM

Janice Snith posted:

Bill was one of a kind, a wonderful influence in my life and a part of so many special memories with
all of the Kelly family, including weddings and baptisms, and shepherding us through those turbulent
teen years! We will miss him, but are so thankful for the wonderful lifelong friendship.Janice Kelly
Smith

January 18 at 5:37 AM

Paige Norwood lit a candle in honor of William.

Sending love and prayers to you and yours during this time. Bill was a warm
individual - he welcomed my mom and | into his family when my mom married Don. _
I'm so glad he was my pastor and confirmed me. O

January 17 at 4:20 AM
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Larry Tyler posted:

Having served for a long time with Bill on the Gilmont Board, | saw why he was so effective in all the
areas of ministry mentioned in his obituary. This servant of God will be missed by many individuals
and organizations. My condolences to his family. May his faith and yours give you comfort at this
difficult time.

January 16 at 6:18 PM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Basket to the O'Neal family.

January 16 at 1:46 PM

Anonymous sent a Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White to the O'Neal
family.

January 16 at 11:28 AM

Renee Hawkins posted:

Bill baptized our daughter Annie in 1992. We started going to First Pres because of him. He and Dot
are the sweetest couple. | bought a needlepoint stocking at their estate sale that is now my
grandson’s. Very special man with a great sense of humor.

January 16 at 6:37 AM

John Guice posted:

I remember Bill first from Camp Alabama. He was college age and | was Jr. Hi. He and Dixie Baskin
were co-counselors and, | think, shared a short summer camp romance which obviously wasn't too
serious. Two people thought | should go into the ministry: my mother and Dr. Lloyd O'Neal. Wonderful
memories of Bill, a great guy and wonderful pastor. John Guice, First Pres,, Winnsboro, LA.

January 16 at 6:22 AM
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Mike Mclarty posted:

So very sorry to hear of the death of Rev O'Neal. He surely will be missed.Mike McLarty

January 16 at 5:08 AM

Tammy Moyes posted:

Being new in Longview many years ago, Dr. O'neal Welcomed us and led us when we joined First
Presbyterian Church. | was blessed by his wisdom and compassion.

January 15 at 12:53 PM

Sandi Taylor posted:
What a great man!! He will be missed by many!

January 15 at 10:51 AM

Karoletha Stone lit a candle in honor of William.

January 15 at 9:13 AM

Bj Dalton posted:

Share a memory of Rev. Dr. William D. O'Neal or send condolences to the family.

January 15 at 6:00 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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